High Line on the Skyline #H&<HHZ=FhiEHE

High Line A

In Manhattan, a unique park located on the former site of an elevated railway line is providing those living

in the heart of the city with a welcome does of green space

Downtown Manhattan is a bustling hub of commerce, urban living, and pedestrian and commercial traffic.
But in the midst of all this chaos lies an oasis of calm and serenity. Not lie, exactly — it is actually elevated
three stories above the city streets. It’s called High Line Park, and there’s no better place in New York City to

find a few minutes of peace.
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High Line Park’s history goes back to 1934, when the High Line was actually a cargo railway line that ran
above Manhattan’s industrial district. Train tracks crossing busy city intersections had quickly become a
recipe for disaster, leading to many unfortunate deaths. Putting the tracks high over people’s heads was an

ambitious way to avoid such tragic incidents.
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For a few decades, the High Line thrived, but by 1980, expansion of the trucking industry had made it all
but obsolete, and it was shut down for good. In the years that followed, the industrial district transformed
into an area of art galleries and upscale shops, making the land very valuable. People owning property

below the High Line called for its destruction in anticipation of earning a tidy profit.
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However, a group called Friends of the High Line successfully lobbied for it to be saved, and it has since

been turned into the elevated park we see today. Inside, visitors can enjoy walking among lush plant life
and public artwork while taking in stunning views of the surrounding cityscape and the Hudson River, all in
the heart of the city.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhattan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_Line_(New_York_City)
http://www.thehighline.org/about/friends-of-the-high-line
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hudson_River

—by Joe Henley

Vocabulary

lead to F3%... /5 %

unfortunate [An ~ fortfontt] adj. AS3EH
ambitious [eem ° bifes] adj. A HECME); A HAK
incident [ * mnsadnt] n. Fff; A

expansion [1k * spaenfon] n. ¥ J&; ¥k
transform into ... 0 k. ..

property [ * prape-ti] n. b7, %7

call for %>k to require; demand

destruction [d1 ~ strakfen] n. AdR; K
stunning [ * stanin] adj. & ATHE 1, 2 NEHT

More Information

bustling [ * bas!in] adj. %It .

hub [hab] n. (I, RZH) o, HR4

oasis [0 " ests] n. [Mg ] (PR & NGERKISEW b, (DB E) g
serenity [sa " renatr] n. T,

elevate [ " clo vet] v. #5: =7+

intersection [ inte- * sekfon] n. KL X H; +FEE 0

thrive [ 6 ratv] n. MHE, %%

obsolete [ abse lit] adj. EFIK), VKK

shutdown (ff) (aw]. TJ45) KHl; () (L&) (Fikish

for good: skiz, 7k /A forever; permanently

upscale [ * Ap skel] adj. =k4H

tidy: [ * tardr] adj. [ ] #2498 #1242 1 Informal substantial; considerable
lobby [~ labr] v. Xt GRZE) HEATIF

lush [Inf] adj. &RZH

take in: X ¥ to look at thoroughly; view

cityscape [ ~ st skep] n. #BTH K5

all but: =A%, JLT almost



